years , during which she has written and edited hundreds of clinical and feature articles for a variety of national medical publications. Before coming to . Medquest, where she is managing editor for one publication and copy editor for three others , including Ear, Nose and Throat Journal, she was managing editor for the Health Care News Bureau of Advanstar (formerly HBJ Publications) and clinical writer for The Cleveland Clinic Foundation.
The series will continue throughout the year to offer advice and suggestions to both the novice and the experienced author. In addition to being wellwritten with accurate spelling, good sentence construction, correct form in following the Journal's instructions to authors , proofreading to eliminate typographical errors and clear organization of thought, I expect articles to be adequately referenced with every reference used always being verified from the original. As an example, in this month's issue of Ear, Nose and Throat Journal I authored the paper "Ablation of Posterior Semicircular Canal for Benign Paroxysmal Positional Vertigo" (BPPV). In the paper, I refer to the famous line drawing by Professor C.S. Hallpike which describes the method of examination for BPPV. My search for his original publication of the drawing was fruitless for over a year, despite consultation with many of the world's experts on the subject. An acceptable, but not the first, publication of the drawing by Mr. Hallpike has appeared as a reference inmost articles and textbooks for over 40 years. Only this past month, to my delight, was I able to identify an earlier and, I believe, the correct first reference. For many of us, the challenge to find the original and often obscure references makes article writing an enjoyable endeavor. We hope that this series of Writer's Rx will be of value to our readers.
JACK L. PULEC, MD
Editor-in-Chief The Ear, Nose and Throat Journal ENT-Ear, Nose & Throat Journal' January 1997
